.“Q«?%O

&& MeadowsNews

Registered Charity No. 92542 Issue 3 - Autumn 2022

Conserving and Restoring Wildflowsch Grasslands in Monmouthshire

In This Issue

From the Chair
Fromthe Chair.........ccovvvvvunn. 1

2022Highlightsand

OurFutureProgramme............ 2
Surveysfa S Y 0 FNESQ.....6
NewMembers...........cccceeeeenn. 6

AutumnGrassland-ungiwalk.... 7

AutumnGettogether................. 7
ThreeCountieSWin......ccccoveuune... 8
ValueWhatYouHavel............... 9

Grasslandrungi:A FieldGuide.... 9
MechanicalControlof Bracken 10
D ¢ S yHie@dingCurlews........12
a SY 0o Sveadows

andFirstSightings................. 14
Newsfrom Around................... 18
Datesfor your Diary.................. 20

Contact Us

MMG Chair: Rachel Morgan

For information about the group
or tojoin MMG contact our
membership secretafylarilyn
Dunkelmamarilyn@

monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk

tel. 01600 860031or use our
online membershipform

Contributions to the newsletter
or items for the web siteanbe
sent to Marilyn

Other ontact details as well as
newsand eventsand
information about our meadow
reserves at Kingcoed, Maryland
and Trellechare on our web site
www.monmouthshiremeadows.

org.uk -
fIGL 4

After two years of relatively little activity during the Covid panderr
weOSNIFAYyte& OFdAaAKi dz)J GKAa &SI N
over yet with our October Fungi Walk and (hopefully) our Autumn-C
together still to come.

Our programme started in April with our first AGM in person sir
2019, with guest speakeCaroline Hank$rom Herefordshire Meadows
Theirvery successful group shares our objectives of creating and conse
aLISOASE NARAOK 3INYaaftlyRX odzi (KSE
expertise is working in partnership with farmers, prating the value of
flower rich grassland as part of a productive farm business. They have
500 farmers and meadow owners in their network. MNGnore varied,
with members ranging from farmers and landowners with many acre:
people managing theiragdens as minneadows. We could learn a lot fror
SIOK 20KSNRa RAFTFSNBYG | LILINRF OKE

Next year is our 20anniversary, and we have come a long way
those years. Ten years ago we produced an anniversary book, in whic
proudly announced we had reaathd 50 members. Since then that numb:
hasmore thandoubled to around 330. Meadows have a much higher pro
these days, with more publicity on the news and gardening shows, ant
like to think we have contributed a little to that interest. Sadly,rthés a

The stunning meadows at Crosshands where we held our first Open Meadows
2022 in June (Pip Morrison)
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long way to go and the recent heat wave al s produced,and news of our anniversary calend:

accompanying drought has reminded us how importe celebrating our 20 6 A NIi KR & ® ¢

it is to keep working hard to conserve our natur sypplement, with a detailed look at the equipmer

defences against the effects of a changing climate  members use to cut, collect and make hay on the
In this issuein addition to our usual itemsve Meadows.

include a piece on controlling brackeby mechanical Rachel Megan

means an orchard meadow where prize winning cid

2022 Highlights and Our Future Programme

AGM, Talks and Socials hard to believe this wealth of diversity was once

_ commonplaceacross the country
As mentioned above, our AGM featured a talk by

Caroline Hankof Herefordshire Meadows Sadly, a 3 In July, for l;lanonalg/leadows Dsy, we (\j/lSlﬁfdly
AAZNES Ay /20AR 1SWh0 YIye ‘PSRELYEEPaygqida nearyaogdand Jeopd, q
. DorrienSmith at Upper Red House at Llanvihangel

have our usual numbers. Because of the uncertainty WeY 1 I her busi sh )
decided not to serve our traditional buffet suppén the WSE[IH ewefrn. Sahyfruns err] usingsé/els Orgz?mlc
business part of the AGM, the current committee was re liatlowers rom.t e farmsothere was an opprtun!ty

, , . for some eceretail therapyat her plant stall Teona is a
elected andthe financial statemenpresented showing | Ji b d d friend koM q
a very healthy position. A summaryalf thisis on our orlg-stavn g mc::m ?r f;tn agood fmen 10 G ar'1
web site AlQa lfglea | RSEAIKI @n2 NJ
both days we were supported by Andy Karran of Gwent
Wildlife Trust, and Wedy TylerBatt who stepped in to
save the day when Covid affected our volunteer
numbers. Many thanks are due to them both for leading
flower walks and sharing their expertise and knowledge.

Coming up thiAutumn, Llandogo Halis booked
on Thursday 2% October for an evening social, with
talks bytwo MMG members. Hopefully we shall be back
to normal with a buffet suppe giving plenty of time to
chat to others, swap ideas and generally catch up.
Details will be confirmed by email to members nearer
the time, and on our web sitend there are more details
on pagey’.

This Autumn weshall be leadinga guided walk
through fungirich meadows in Trellech more about
thison pagey.

Open Meadows
Our two spring Open;

and we are very grateful to all
our hosts

In June we visitedusan
and Patrick Harringtorat their
home and Local Wildlife Site att=§
Broom House near Raglar=
(where Susan sened much
appreciated cale and
refreshments, and Pip
MorrisonrQ & meadows at
Crosshands near Llanso
(pictured on our front page)rhe ~ e : :
0§SNY WYALISOASE N&kVEKIQTYIEBAtMRIhghe gridedvialk at our June Open Meadow (Pip Morriso
justiceto t A LJQ a Ye S\ iRBEpt:Riana Clarkeads the search famphibians and reptiles at the ARC training day it

Trellech (Clare Adamson)

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Page?
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Training Courses Plantlife also held a day on Monitoringyour

Thescything courses with Andrea Gilpin last year M&adow, at Pentwyn Fargiikewisefully booked.

revealeda great interest in traiimg on meadowrelated We will investigate more opportunities for
topics, so this year we held a number of workshops training next seasonbased on interestshown in our

In May, experiencededucator and meadow Y S Y 0 SsiiFey) We welcome suggestions tapand

maker lan Rabjohns ran aery successfuday on offers if you have a particular, relevant expertisgo far

meadow managementMeadow Making by Hand, ©OUr courses have all filled very quickly2  LJX SIas
demonstrating how he looked after his langh June delay booking if you see something you areiested in.
Steph Tyler led a flower identification course at Pentwyn o+ and About

Farm, andn JulyAndrea returned for two more scything
days, for which we also thank our hosts, Elizabeth and

Ross Mgrra)at LlanoverGarden and Judith Carruthers Festval in July, organised by Bees for Development in
at Rockfield.
Monmouth.

2 & A A = w L - A = A X X “ A x~
S sz N5 ft dzOf“[ : d l:hz ho ti ) AY O,&Is%zﬁ]‘?\/l%nmo)\ul}{, wet sfudp&tg&/yé guﬁlga)na
Eﬂmgrirnmil\; ;ourses _ch[’ _:_Jr? G;_ ‘ foug q el eventorganised by Friends of th@werWye to highlight
agnificent Meadows project. € first was a day on the truly distressing plight of the river with its current

IYIeKa;i\ovov Qllangg;n%entgfcir R?pglzis .’.agd A;nzphlb'?n; un recedentecz?pollutlon levels .and conseguém.sbi"[\laﬁt N3
e yau | u ! desftruct}{)n and loss ol}lgloalversny y

ARC Trust was taken ill, but his standDiana Clark of _
Koru Ecology Associates, rescued the day. Diana is an In AUQUSt we atteE]ded thevChepsEO\iv Sh?"! n the’ :
ecologist and consultant with an-gtepth knowedge of WDONBSYyiQr 4LRYyAd2NBR o0& D4

surveying for these animals. We even spotted a grasgzr'endly Monmouthshire; meeting up with old friends
shake on our walk around Trellech Wet Meadow. hot seen since before the pandemic

There were liree outings for our stall this
summer. We weragainat the excellent, annuaBee

Not as easy as it IooksLearnmg to use a power scythe at Pam Manfield talks to visitors in the Green Tent at Chepstow
lan Rabjohn@eadow Making dayRhil Pickersgill) Show

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Page3
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Work Parties

Each year we have a number of work parties t
help maintain our own reserves and other land where &
support is needed. We realise we need to organise the
more efficiently, and recruit more volunteers to help. If
82dz KI @S | yagsSNDBRBy we diNbe s ¥ , 5 ‘,
12dz0K | 62dzi GKA& F2N ySE(iphe ¢ : hiKSNDB
if you can help from time to time please let our G ' :
membership secretary, Marilyn, know and she will addh'%
you to our volunteer list.

Grass Snake foun
in Wet Meadow
(Dick Coates), anc |

We are very grateful to the people that have
helped,in particular David Llewellyn and Trevor Tyler
Batt who operaFe our Tanaster power scythe, Dick Dick showing a
Coates for looking after Wet .Meadow, and everyone . oo spot for
who turned out tolend a handhis year them (Clare

Adamson A N SR \ SR e
News from Our Reserves : Wet Meadow ) (=TSN ? T, 7;/

Our warden at Wet Meadow, Dick Coates, reports Bird@-foot Trefoil emerging now, in drought conditions,
while the grass shows no sign of recovery. We have been

debating the need for soil aeratiandwould very much
like to hear from members who have done this on

that the hay was cutndharvested during thérst week
in August: a poor crop owing to the drght and the
success of Yellow Rattdend KnapweedThe honeyand
bumblebees loved the Knapweed, but we did miss the Wildlife meadows.
Sixspot Burnet Moth this year. The mystery of the The pond creation projectis proposed for
failure of the 1000s of orchids (mainly Heath & Common completion by end of OctoberThiscompries a dew
spotted) that used to appear in Bwery Paddock over pond in Dye® Fieldfinanced by GWBnd anoff-stream
the previous years is gradually being replaced by thosepond with controlled spring water input in Roman Park
appearing in new places in dlve fields. Earlier the financedby MMG(both grant aided). These ab®th in
Kingcups gave another wonderful display and the Ryer areas of dense bracken ithh high winter table in
Greenweed is at last spreading. It is intriguing to see thepermeable soil. The need for bracken eradication in the
immediate surroundings is obvious, biitis not yet
agreed on how this is best achieved. It is hoped that the
Roman Parkpond can be used for pond dipping by
Trellech Primargchool.

A new design of
Barn Owl box was
erected thisspring on
one of the Oak trees in
Dyei® Field, and a
temporary hunting
perch beside the newly
planted Oakree in the

Owl box made by Richard
Clarle and erected in Wet
Meadow. The box imade
of recycled agricultural
plastic waste, so should I
a few years

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Paged
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centre of Roman Park. We havetlaiving colony of Howevae, if land needs a helping hand, the best
Tawny Owls, but it is hope that this provision will now way to seed an area of grassland is to use green hay from
attract a breeding pair of Barn Owls. There is already aa neighbouring speciesch site. This has to be done as
box in the roof void of 13 Roman Way, providing soon as the grass is cut, saritist be well plannedwith
accommodation for the male. There is a super transport for the hay available to moveadnd spread it
abundance of prey. The volesve starting using the over the recipient site the same day

mole runs;there isplenty of choice. 1,000 mole hills This year we supplied Yellow Rattle seeds to a

) . . | o )
were counted in apprdmately oneacre in May! number of members, butlemandis increasng andwe

Kingcoed and Idads Mead %rev\(lencouraglng people to collect their own. To this end,

g L we haveset upa Facebook group for members to
LRI Qa ha8awvenglebfuldisplay oButterfly

_ _ their own matchmakingwhether between donor sites
Orchids thisyear. Bracken was cleared by a waudrty and recipients of green hay, or just somewhere to collect
before the field was cut and baled

their own Rattleseed We hope to develop this group
Kingcoed Meadows also looked spectacular, andfor more selfhelp introductions MMG Facebook Group
many people visited them on our Open Meadows day. For guidance on using Yellow Rattle and green

The fields were grazed as usual by mountain sheep fro"hay,there arelinks from our web pagbleadowAdvice
Ystradfellte over the winter, and this summdiely have

been cut with someblocks left uncut as additional
habitat.

We have alsoset up an Instagram account;
@monmouthshiremeadows.We are always happy to
addyour photos if yousend a direct messag@rfollow
Grassland Seeds and Social Media usand use the hashtag #MonmouthshireMeadows.

Normally our first recommendation for anyone Exmoor Ponies
wanting to increase the floral diversity in their grassland
isto let it develop naturally. If a field already has five or
more meadow species, then it is likely more will arrive
with time, provided there are seed sources nearby.

Our Exmoor poniesjacinth and Jemim have
been busy over the summer, moving from Judith
/ I NNXzii K S Roxkfield, hagkRdantl if Trellech,
then to Whitebrook, where the drought created a lot of

Sometimes, just introducing Yellow Rattle is a good way
to speed up the process.

work for Louisa and Paul Staffditling the water bucket
several times a daylhey went lack to Trelleclior some
attention from the farrier
then off to Jane and Tony
Pannett at Tinternfor the
autumn.

All that has kepSteph
and Alan Poulter busy too,
moving the ponies and
checking on them regulars
they settle into each new
temporary home.

Kingcoed Meadows this June (Rachel Morgan)

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Pageb
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Surveys of Membersdo Fiel ds

What a yearc | and my fellow botanists Elsa Council who cameotthe MMG stand at the Friends of
Wood, Sheelagh Kerrgnd Wendy TyleBatt, have been  the Lower Wye event in Monmouth. Some local
catching up with surveys and advisory visits to membersresidents have asked that this flowdch common be
who joined during Covid and also the many new managed as a meadow rather than being mown
members this year. We have between us visited 35regularly.

members and also reisited several. It is a real privilege If you have joined recently and have not been

G2 aSS YSYOSNEQ LINROIGS chntadfdrer a §1Fv'\‘/éy:'§e(3§b I'gét in ?oucHzirKc%% ouf S

emails have gone astray.

discover how rich in plants it is.

We have looked at snilabut lovely garden
meadows to whole farms of more than 50 acres and
have travelled from the Gwent Levels to the Black
Mountains and from the Wye Valley across the Us
Valley to the western valleys. We have seen at least te" 888
or eleven important sites thatualify as Local Wildlife | 2

Steph Tyler

am sure be of sufficient interest to qualify as LWSs.
LY FTRRAGAZY (2 &adz2NBSe
asked by Shire@wton Community Council to undertake

We also surveyed Gilwern Common for Mary Anrsteph and Wendy, y R 't 2 LJLJ8 | YR | NOKA
Brocklesby, the new Chair of Monmouthshire Countyland (Hugh Roberts)

Welcome to our New Members

We are delighted to welcome these nemembers to the group:

Rae and Adam Chapman, Lydart
Michael Driscoll, Llangovan

Matt Fletcher, Brockweir

Seb Gwyther, Llantillio Crosseney
Catherine Hallam, Cwmyoy
Catherine Harris, Trellech Grange
Georgina Herrmann, Penrhos
Robert and Jacqui Hill, Llanishen
Rod Jones, Cardiff

Kate Lucas, Cardiff

Debs Mackay, Strelley

Andrea Mallalieu, Penrhos

Mel Matthews, Shirenewton
Janette Menday, The Narth

Janet Morgan, Crickhowell
Jonathan Mudd, Gilwern
Theresa Oakley, Garway
Nicholas Palmer, Pecgemawr
Robin and Kate Pargeter, Penallt
Graham Pleasants, Bristol
Verena Reid, The Narth

Joe Ryder, Lydart

Miranda and Aex Shaw, Llansoy
Edward Spuffard, Bishton
Laura Tenison, Llandewi Skirrid
Eifion Thomas, Chepstow
Simon Walker, Llanvaches

Membership is on a rolling year basis, with reminders sent out twice a year, in March and September. |
have any queries about your membership, contact our Membership Secretary, Marilyn Dunkeln
marilyn@monmouthshiremeadows.org.ok phone 01600 860031

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Page6
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Autumn Grassland Fungi Walk

An Open Meadow Event on Sunday 23 October in Trellech

Join us for a guided walk through Wet Meadow and New Grove
Meadowsto spot andidentify the fascinating, colourful fungi that
appear in speciedch grasslandat this time of year.

The walk will bded by Elsa Wood and Jon Dunkelman, wh
together produced our guide to grassland funged pageB). We
hope to see a number of different species of Waxcap and Pinkgi
and with luckmaybedelicate Corals and Spindles as well as some
the more common grassland fungi.

We will start at 1.30pm and take around22hours. Parking
will be at theTrelled Surgery, with their kind permission. Anyons
with reduced mobility can instead park in the forest car park ned
New Grove Meadows and join us for just the second part of the wa :
Directions and more details are on our web site.

Please book your place iadvancethrough the web siteor  Pink WaxcapPorpolomopsis calyptriformis
contact Marilyn (contact detailare on the front page (Jon Dunkelman)

Autumn Get -Together

Thursday 27" October

This October we are returning (finally!) to our popular meetings with a buffet syppdre held inLlandogo
VillageHall There will bellustrated talks from two of our member®ip Morrison and Wendy Tykatt, and plenty
2F GAYS G2 OKIFIG G2 204KSNJ YSIR2g
compare techniques and learn from each other.

Pipis theowner of the meadows at Crosshanglich wasone
of our June Open MeadowsA landscapearchitect, now living in
Hampshire, Pip was brought up in Llansoy and inherited the 10 acre
field and small wood, whichas been in the family since 1900. It is
one ofthe best speciesich meadows in Monmouthshirevith over
41 indicator species of unimproved grasslaRg will talk about the
geology and history of the landscape as weltlamonstrating the
results ofmanagements a traditional hay meadow over theays.

Wendy and her husband Trevoown a smalr field, now a
lovelywildflower meadow at their home near The Hendre. Wendy
is an experienced botanist who led some of our guided walks at the
Open Meadows.Shewill be talking about howthey manage their
land,and showing the successes they haehieved

The buffet supper is £15 for members, £18 for anambers,
or members can attend just the talks for no cost (£3 for non
members).

e M ¥ : Y N Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Please book in advance
Ofels, GlelgiasENsREIGEEnNieeelEAE as we need nmbers for the catering details and the booking form
I @GASe 2F t ALI a2z NNAMa&az areonourweb site or let Marilyn know you are coming
by professional photographer David Broadbent

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Page7
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Three Counties Win for Local Cider Maker

Congratulations to MMG member Jeremy Harris orchard shown on the 1698 Cwm Maddoc estate map. It
2T 12fft26 ! &K hNODKFNRXZ . Nias$pRntdd primarily oaitdbenefi iy yildlije And M thé a i
| SNEFTF2NRAKANBQ FyR WwSaS Nips of restoring hlkti2 git@dur tradifionalil&dscageK NB
Counties Show: Cider and PerGompetition 2022. It was only when the apple crop became abundant that
WSNBYeQa [/ ¢6Y -carndBoRed @ided ahd (i theéSidea of making cider and perry blossomed.
perry were both awarded first place in their respective The combination of early spring blossom and wild
classes. It was the Thorn perry which gained Jeremyoers is an invaluable food source for pollinators.
NEO23yAdAazy |a WwSaSNBS In&otred byAng YiRdefRil mhiafi St Ty I\ﬁ‘allvrl\d:‘grﬁentl NJ
particularly pleasing because Jeremy is a very small craff ygart, with its stunning carpet of wildflowers, a species

p.rod.ucer and every pa.rt of the process fron'ar.hi- rich meadow has been successfully established at Hollow
picking the fruit to bottling and labelling the finished Agh peneath the fruit trees using green hay from an

product is carried out by the Hollow Ash team: Jeremy (MG donor site. The trees, which are unsprayed, are

and his wife Clare! widely spaed so that the meadow can be cut for hay;

Sadly, small traditional cider and perry orchards this has been done using a small tractor but as the trees
(and consequently cider makers!) are not as abundant inare increasing in size this is becoming impractical. The
the three countes and Monmouthshire as in previous scythes will be sharpened for next year!
centuries. Mature trees, so valuable for their associated
wildlife, are now in declinein fact two very old and rare

Hollow Ash/Cwm Maddoc ciders, perries and
juices are soldbcally at Broad Oak Garage, St Weonards

perry pear trees which Jeremy and Clare pick inghop pengethly Farm Shop and The Marches Deli in
Monmouthshire were blown down this winter in the  n1onmouth.

storms. Hollow Ash Orchard was planted with old and

L : W/ KIFYLA2YQ o6& ol NRSR
local apple and pear varieties, in the same location as the F y gra e

Poland which was truly delicious!

Through the seasons at Clare am$ NB
orchard meadow

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Page8
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Value What You Have!

Do you have a boggy or marshy area on your land?

If you are lucky enough to have a damp or wet
grassy area on your land, then please treasure this
habitat. Such habitats are a priority for conservation and
ddzLILIR2 NI | NI y3IS 2F Ay e NS
Scabious, Sneezewort and Ragged Robin, and a diversit
of invertebrates and small mammals. These habitats are
still being degraded due to dinage but another threat
is the planting of trees on such land.

Before you undertake any tree plantinglease
ensure that you will not be damaging more important
habitats and avoid bogs and marshes and flovieh
grassland. These are of greater conseinraimportance
than a new plantation which will in time oust the
botanical interest through shading and through lack of
ANFTAYy3Id 52yQiG F2NBSGO (2
grassland, whether wet or dry, is a significant carbon
sink, every bit as much as nérges.

7 - -

Steph Tyler Ragged Robin (Jon Dunkelrr

Grassland Fungi: A Field Guide

Itia CdzydA {Staz2y F3FLAyZ IyR AT &
our Grassland Fungi field guide, now is a good time

GRASSLAND FUNGI
a field guide

Second edition

The only comprehensive field guide dedicated to ighentification of
fungi found in grasslandhé bookis designed to encourage beginners
to learn more about these intriguing species while still being suitable
for fungi enthusiasts.An easy to carry A5 format with 400 pages,
covering200 species with cé descriptions of each, and over 900
photographs.Y S& A RSYGAUOIGA2Yy LRAYGA
similar species

Buy one before our Fungi 4
Walk in October you will be /8
able to start species spotting
straight away.

All proceeds go to Monmouthshire Mdaws Group The
authors, editor and additional photographers (Keith Mosel
and Malcolm Schuyl) all gave their time voluntarily

Grassland Fungi A Field Guitty Elsa Wood and Jo :
Dunkelman is available fromvww.nhbs.com/grassland
fungibookfor £19.99 + p&p.

Published by Monmouthshire Meadows Group
ISBND78-0-95764242-3

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Paged
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The Mechanical Control of Bracken

Trevor Tyler -Batt

How best to manage increasing Bracken growth is disease infections, and which directly suppress the
both a personal issue aradlcommon question heard at growth of otherplants in its vicinity.
Monmouthshire Meadows Group (MMG@pen Meadow Apart from spreading via their rhimes Bracken,

Days and rr_1eet.ing$:|aving researched -the- answer _for like all ferns, can also reproduce sexually through their
myself | felt it might be useful to shemy findings in this spores &lternation of generationsalthough these are
short piece important only for colonizing new sites.

Although | suspect nearly alMMG members

would wish to follow a non-chemical approach to Ecological Aspects

Bracken control, for completeness, | have included links Although Bracken is generally considered to have
to information on the current situation with the limited wildlife vale, it has been shown to play a
herbicide asulamAsul).t2 considerable role in succession within a landséavel

on more open sites, it is the preferred habitat for birds
Botanical background like the Whinchat and Nightjar. It may also provide useful

Bracken is a perennial fern with wonldde cover for other grounéhesting bird hatchlings.
distribution. It is widespread across the UK, particularly Addtionally where there are violets or Common Gow
on neutral to acid soils in western parts of Britaline wheat Melampyrum pratense beneath the Bracken
main species found iPteridium aquilinumand more  canopy these may be important for fritillary butterflies.
specifically the suspeciesaquilinum (though several

other subspecies are also present). Mechanical Control

The most ugo-date review of UK Bracken control
measures located is one publishedlioe earlier this
€SN o8& 5N 5F@AR /dziNBaa 7
Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural
Sciences.

Bracken hasan extensively branched rhizome
system consistingf thick storage organs that run deep
underground, and thinner shallow rhizomes on which
the fronds are borne. The fronds generally emerge in
May (latespring frosts can damage the emerging shoots)
and in grassland habitats, once established it forms a In the review Cutress highlights the current
dense canopy by the end of June. The young rhizomesontrol strategies from an agricultural perspective (as set
cannot tolerate waterlogging. 2 dzii Ay SWHzf KI yR2dzi Q LINE RdzO

Bracken has several features that enable it to F&Ming Connegt and in his assessment of the

successfully colonise grassland and meadows:

1 Deep storage rhizomes constitute 3
formidable reserve of growth potential
and extension rhizomes that advanc
ahea of the main patch may grow more
than a metre a year. i

1 Tall wide fronds which lead to extremel
dense canopies causing severe shad
to plant species below, limiting the
availability of vital light.

9 Production of heavy levels of litte
suppresses the ality of other plant
species to get a foothold fo
colonisation

71 Production of toxic defensivej :
compounds against herbivoresand Bracken enmachment at the edge of a meadow (Jon Dunkelr

www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk Pagel0
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comparative effectiveness of cuttinggs crushing, give other, more desirable, meadow plants a better
breaking, rolling or bruising he notes: chanceof flourishing.

oBased on the mode of action of crushing being Whatever themechanical cotmol measure opted
similar to cutting it is Kely that the differences occur for, it will certainlyneed to be applied more than once a
based on how well the bracken structure is damaged byyear and to maintain even low levels of Bracken is likely
the specific crushing techniglied to require ongoingapplication

These alternatives to cutting clearly have Trevor TyleBatt
advantages in difficult to access locations, such as hill

slopes, or on uneven terrain whedamage to cutting 1 gracken controt Anupdate following the annual meeting
equipment is likely. The review also covers burning andof the Bracken Control Groups at Ingram, Northumberland in

livestock grazing. June2019Palmer C. ifforestry and Timber Newgigust
. 2019https://www.confor.org.uk/media/247558/bracken
There are a nmber of other less recent reviews control.pdf

2008 - Three Information Notes from Natural 2 Bracken Control Group Emergency Authorisation of Asulam
England on Bracken; one is a general speciegasulox) for2022 https://www.brackencontrol.co.uk/asulam

Information Note (SINO11} with the other two 3R.H. Marrs, M.G. Le Duc, R.J. Mitckedl. The Ecology of

covering the technical aspects of Bracken control Bracken: Its Role in Succession and Implications for Control,
(TINO47 and TINO48Y TINO47 takes a wider look Annals of BotanyWol 85, Supplement B, 2000, Pageis3

at some of the ecological, archaeological and https://doi.org/10.1006/anbo.1999.1054
landscape issues and suggests priorities in a*Battling Bracken: Control and alleviation strategies February
number of conflict situations. Aimilar publication ~ 2022https:/businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/news
on Bracken Control (to the TINs) produced, in the and-events/technicalarticles/battlingbrackencontrol-and
AFYS 8S8INE 68 {020t yRIXVHPEERE 1 asyoeo
) Shttps://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/sites/
l 2_007' A fully referen(.:ed 13 page revieaf the farmingconnect/files/documents/bracken_control.pdf
biology anq norchemical control of Brac.keby  Bracken $INO1) October2008
Bond, Davies and Turn¢sf Garden Organiethe http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/
Henry Doubleday Research Associagtaswas}’ 127007
Hand pullinggets a fleeting mention in the HDRA 7 Bracken management: ecological, archaeological and
2007 review. Scottish supporting guidance for Brackenlandscape issues and prioritieBl047 October2008
management 2022 notes that it rarely used as part of a http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/33017
control strategy, because it is labour intevesi It is 8 Bracken management and contrdliN04§ October2008
unlikely to be any more effective than cutting butin http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35013
be consideredfor smaller patches of brackesr stands  °Bracken control A Guide To Best Prac#068
of bracken growing within hedges. It is my experience https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/Publication%202
that the ease of pulling fronds varies and that mature °087029%620Bracken%20Control%20

. %20A%20Guide%20t0%2@B@d20Practice.pdf
fronds can splinter andacerate your handg use of . .
heavy gloves is advised by the RHS. ) Th? t1|ologyvand nanhem@:al control of Bracke'n '
0t USNARADZY | |j dzA f 20@7deterencéd® v Y dzK

Conclusion review _ _ _
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/sites/www.gardenorgani

In compiling this piece | have come to the View ¢ orq.uk/files/organieveeds/pteridiumaquilinum.pdf
t_hat unless the groun.d IS ungven (or has other hazards,, https://www.ruralpayments.org/topics/alischemes/agri
likely to damage cutting equipment), or the fronds are enyironmentclimate-scheme/managemenoptionsand-
newly emerged (i.e. $9, that cuttinghas the advantage capitatitems/primary-treatment-of-bracken--

(over bashing/rolling) simply because it is easier to manual/guidancefor-brackenmanagement/

remove Backen litter from a site following cutting
Removing the fronds is considered importambrder to
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Findi ng BeedngCulews

A Project Update

Curlevs are in such steep decline that they could The purpose of the survewas to assess the
become extinct as a breeding species in Wales within theaumber of breeding pairs, to locate nest fields and
next decade. Hay meadows in particular offer them monitor breeding. No attempt was made to approach
some refuge.In our last newsletter we featuremh item actual nests. Without the experience, manpower or
abouta project to locate breeding Curlews astarting funding to erect electric fencing around a nest to guard
point for conservation, witla request for information against foxes and badgefas is done in some locations
about sightings to be sent to Gwent Ornithological in the UK) this would have been unwarranted
Society. Verity Picken has sent this update on the projeatlisturbance.

findings With the help of several very willing local
5dZ2NAy3 GKAA &SFNR& &S| NiSdvers folr nesi2fidlds were &entified > twol dither NJ
Curlew were foud at roughly 25 sites in Gwent. As fields almost definitely held nests while a seventh nest
Curlews often feed quite far from their nest fields was suspe&d in one of three fields. Agitated behaviour
0a2YSGAYSa dzL) 42 o1 YZXZ 2 NJ(8he&s gurlgwg cYiasd off Bugzards, ghllg ahd croRoF iy 7
to be sure of the exact number of pairs or territories. To up alarming) indicated eggs or chicks at a further three
my absolute delight chicks were seen at five difftre a A G Sa @ PYTF2NIldzy §Sfes GKE
f20rGA2ya odzi al Rf & ¢ 4&lLJ ArhaGdddver toSmahitor afl KnS paird 2deditelyR® S 4 y
a happy ending. outcomes for most are unknown.
But first to the locations. A few areas were home Returning to the good news: | was lucky enough
to several territories in fairly close proximity: Trellech to find three sets of chicks in mid and late June, Gary
held two, perhaps three, pairs, Trefil four, possibly five, Howells found a fourth set on Y4July and Andy Shipp
and Brywygwenin three. Pairs were also found at saw a welgrown chick with a parent bird on $2uly.

Llangybi, Newchurch, Llanwenarth, Blaengavenny, The first chicks seen were in a hayfield below
Llanvihangel ~ Crucorney/Llangattock  Lingoed  andmoriand; the incredibly caring farmer agreed to delay
Markham. Y26Ay 3 dzy G Af (KfSBYR hatl Bidrel

Curlews are sitdaithful, returning to locations farmers like him! We believe they moved into moorland
GKSNBE (KS2Q@S o0NBR Ay (K Swheie thay are \artRallydndposkibleRoffdt 2 52 2R ¥ B
where to look but unfortunately lack of observers meant know if they and another two, found nearby by Gary
GKIFIG y2G Ftf arxidsSa o KSNB Hokesdfiadged avdNBrronlyLlidids ey didizAtithés sit® 2
visited. they have to contend with Peregrines as well as gulls and

crows; on several occasions we saw Red Kites being
mobbed by the parenbirds.

The two tiny chicks | came across in
a newlymown field near Brynygwenin
were not seen again in spite of repeated
searching so | suspect these were
predated. A lone Curlew in a nearby nest
field in the same area indicated that the
eggs or chicksvere probably crushed
when the field was cut.

Near Trellech a Curlew pair walking
along rows of newly mown silage
suggested that their nest had suffered a
similar fate.

Picture Gary Howells
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Early silage cutting is one of the main reasor -
for nest failure and | suspect this accounted for th
failure of other pairs in these two are@sand also
elsewhere. The pair near Newchurch vanishe
suddenly in mielune, probably becae any eggs or
chicks had been predated.

Two of the three chicks seen near Markha
(in a hay field which is always cut late in the yea
disappeared, presumably taken by gulls, crows or
mammalian predator. Happily, the lone remaining
chick grew big enggh to be ignored by, and ignore,
avian predators and was seen wifigpping and
jumping off the ground by local observer, Simo
Maggs, and myself; dates and field notes give eve
reason to suggest that this chick fledged successful

) o urlew in flight, Gary Howell:
but not having seert in flight we cannot be sure.

The last chick was seen on just one day ne
Llanvihangel Crucorney by Andy Shipp; it was-we
IANR oY o0dzi KIFIRyQi &Sid ¥Ff¢

{ SOSNI ¢ LIS2L)X S oSOl
visiting a site near to them and reporting bac
regularly ¢ the help given by Gary Howells, Simo ';
Maggs, Chris Dyson, Duncan Powell and Ma
Heffernan was invaluable. My thanks also go
those farmers who kindly allowed access to the
land. ’ /
Reports from people replying to my request® 7 ' |
for sightings on social media and in the nev\’Sk:"tte”iturIeW ChICk plcture scanned from an silde Steph Tyler
2T WINBSYyQ 2NHIyAalldAzya adz0K I & a2YY2dzuKaK)\ NB
Meadows, Gwent Wildlife Trust and, of course, the Curlews are predicted to become extinct as a
Gwent Ornithological Society, helped greatly. breeding speies in Wales within the next ten years.

2 SONB ailAff aASSAYy3-ive&kBds 0S5
(the typical lifespan is 11 years though
the oldest recorded lived for 32) but
because breeding success is so dire there
are not enough young birds to takeeth
place of the older ones when they die. In
the UK as a whole we need 10,00@re
Curlew chicks to fledgeveryyear just to
stop the decline.

Only when we know where they
are can we try to protect themYour help
next year would be very much
appreciated

Verity Picken

Email inland Curlew sightings to
curlew@gwentbirds.org.uk

Picture: Gary Howells
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Member sd Meadows

No Mow May Verges

LG e¢layQi edzad 3 NRSyYy
successful No Mow May campaign. Cathie Holland s
these three pictures(right and below)}taken inDe Clere §
Way, a residential lane in Trellech, whdhe neighbours |
have different opinions on what constitutes an attractive
verge. The pictures were taken in the second week of
this year,and it is easy to see which verge is momaekly
(sometimes more)and which is left to growntil the end
of Awgustor September when its cut and cleared The
result is Primroses, Cowslips, Slf-heal, Violets, Daisies,
Dandelionsand moreb /I { Kt® §reatiana also
looks in character with its location within a rural settieig!

Daffodil Bank at Blue Door

In 2021 we held one of the MMG Open Meadows at the home of Martin & Patricia Milling at BlueDé&ar
Hillnear Llanishen. They told us about their bank of Wild Daffodils, andthieia full bloomthis spring.

Patricia writesthat they had been
away for a few days an@eturned to find
that the bank ofWild Daffodils here is
better than eve€.

If you find something new or
unusual in your meadow, or have
a story to tell, please send it in tc
us. We love to hear how our
members aregetting on, and to
share our problems and our
successes so we can all learn frc
our experiences.
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Long-horned Bees in Maypole

Bee enthusiastRosi Rollingshas discovered
Long-hornedBees in her meadow in Maypolélhis is
a very exciting find forseR S Of | NBIRR @0 \%32
Longhorned Bees have declined significantly
numbersin recent years, anil isnow designhatech UK
priority speciesin Wales they are found mostly nea
southern coastal areasalthoughbee expert Roger
wdza li2y Kl a F2dzyR G KSvYand
a few other places(as described in his article in ou
newsletter fromAutumn 2018)

Rosi has spotted themegularly this yearseeing
as many as eight on each visit to the meadow, ove
sixweek period from late May so she is fairly
confidentthat it is a stable community. They were
always spotted omBirds-foot Trefoil, as fiown in the
picture opposite,taken by Rosi

First Sightings

The photo lelow leftshowsa beautiful BroadeavedHelleborine a first for Phil Pickering anshbel MacDonald
in their field in the Olchon Vallelhe picture shows the progression from budb flower to seed head on a single stem

Rachel and Simon Taylor moved to their place near Usk in January 2021, and this year found threiéirist
the hay fieldg probably a Common Spottedrchid (from the picture below righy. They are having to work hard to
control the bracken that had grown up on their land, so thegllydeserve this first reward.

t KAt | yR LearedHeieloiine
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5dzZNAy 3 |+ &adz2NBSe 27F al 33AS
Steph Tyler found theseCorkyfruited Water Dropwort (two
pictures, rightip I & { ({GBddifess &rioisFhaw thiat has

arrivecH £Sthce 2014 I 3 3 heddd & hagreatlyimproved with
good managemerand the introduction of Yellow Rattle&Common
Spottedorchidnumbers have doubled since the previous year, ar
another first this year wathis wonderful Southern Marshrchid
(below).

Last yeaMaggiecollected green hajrom a nearby sitg¢o
strew over a length of bare ground through the mead@amdthis
yearthere was a display dtyebrightand Lesser Stitchworalong
the line. A great demonstration of thalue of green hay.

Southern Marrchid

Patrick and Sarah Lloydve had
some wonderful successes in their
meadowand garden inPenallt During
a survey, Steph Tyler found tHsvely
Milkwort (right) as well as Rough
Hawkbit andvariousother species.

Also this year Patrick and Sarah
found ten Common Spottedrchids in
0KS WilgyQ GKS& KI
and, even more excitingnother first, a
Greenwinged orchid(pictured on the
next page)
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This sudden rush of new species here is likely |
be due to a layer of fresh cut green hay from a nearh
YSIR2g | FSg &SIFENBRQ | 32

{I NI KQ& YSIR2¢

At The Beeches on The Narth, Jon Dunkelm

reports the appearance ofr@ther new orchidspecies
this yearg a Greater Butterflyorchid (rightand below).

aaDORIFI Qa aSlIR2g NBaSNI
is a rich site for these beautiful orchids, butstthe first
time one has been seen on the other side of thiéage
as far as we knowMaybe the seeds were brought bac
unknowingly from one of the work parties at the reserv
¢ a good reason to voluntek
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News from Around

Noble Chafer Beetles

Over summer a number of our members took part
Ay GKS 2@&S I f td&estthe farb Nobléi
Chafer Beetle in our area. Ellie BaggéttKk S ! h b
Nature Recovery Officetbrought around pheromone
traps to attract this special inse

Noble Chafers are small (about 2 cm long), '
beautiful beetles with iridescent, metallgreen bodies,
speckled with white./ £ F 8aAFASR a W
they are normally found imld orchards where they : e
depend on decaying wood for food and sheltesfhe =~ Female adult Noble Chafer beetle found/ 9 f £ A
AONB has chosen this beetle as on¢hefendangered  [CES SHIFRITR L/ SAERINEE SRl 2
specieghey willfocuson as part of their nature recovery g : '
work, and will develogprojects aimedat reversingits
decline.

The good newssthat althoughshS RA Ry Qi
onthea2yY2dzi KAKANS aARS 27
succeed in Herefordshire, where adult beetles were |
foundin two places andfrass and larvagere present
at a third

Ellie has askedis to pass on her thanks to i _
everyone who helpedy hosting one of hetraps. One of the pheromone traps

Congratulations Nicola ! NBaG2NBE GKS LXFySidQa 3INI 2

Nicola Bradbear, founder of . steppes a.nd meadowbas been chsen & one of the
the Monmouthbased charity Bees Bees case studies in th@erraCartalmpactReport2022 an

for Development and a driving force Ay A u AbUAGS . a LSt NJK,S FRSR . 0¢&
behindthe creation ofBee Friendly Monmouthshireand 1 dZ& Ul Ayl ot S al NJl S a |-'Y7\ uA | 
the annual Bee Festival, has been awalrda well 20310 F2N) odzaiysaasa 02 Y2
deservedVIBE for services thiodiversityin thev dzS § y ¢npdel. The Terra Carta approach is to give fundamental
Birthday Honours List 2022 rights and value to nature.

Bees for Development works in over fifty Read the case studyere: terracarta.report/case-

countries advocating simple methods for beekeeping to Studies/grasslandsplus

support essential biodiversity, and to provide Eriends of the Lower Wye

sustainable incomefr families in remote locations. )
Friends of the Lower

www.beesfordevelopment.org Wye isa community group
led by Mike Dunsbee and Nick
Day, campaigning to improve
conditions for the lower ,
reaches of the river, which as Friends of the Lower Wye

we all know is in a dangerously

polluted state. For over a year the group has been
pursuing the various bodies involved includthg MPs,
and local councils)Velsh Water and Btural Resources

Grasslands+ and the Terra Carta

Grasslands+is a =
coalition of Plantlife, the GRASSLANDS+
BumblebeeConservation
Trust and Butterfly Conservatiomhich came together
ahead of COP26, the international climate change
conference held in Glasgow last year. Tleampaign ¢
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Wales. Their philosophy is not just to complain about the
pollution and its consequencémit to work towards
finding and implementing solutions, and they report that
they do feel they have made some progsdhis year.

They have four key aims:

* Stop all new buildingdevelopments ofintensive
poultry units and cease manure spreadimiscussions
are ongoingvith Avara foodsind Tescover this point

* Develop more Regenerative Farmingl land that
leadsdown to the river bank should be regenerative

* One cross border Task Eer that is the English " :
Environment Agency and Natural Resources Waléa TR s
working together No Mowin actionin Llanfois

* A Single River Commission for all the Wgmilar to

) _ _ dNotice boards have now been placed in the
that being carried out on the River Tweed

centre of llanfoist explaining MQE strategy in relation
The Friends are looking to increase their numbers, to leaving certain areas unmown at critical times of the
and consequently their influence. To join the group yeasg

contactfriendsofthelowerwye @gmail.com
Magnificent Meadows Cymru

Nat ur e | dnlLi@rifoistN e a t This three-year project to

I ANBlIG SEFYLES 2F K2 06crdh® ahdNRXRel fowelich { - gweirgloddiau
Neatwas sent in byzraham Harris, secretary of the Usk meadows across Walgfinded by © -~ 9W¥¢
Conservation and Environment group. Graham writes the Welsh Government, comes t . magnificent

. _ meadows
G6A few years ago a neighbour and myself an endin Decembethis year. weles
complained toMCC Monmouthshire County Gouncil] Run by the Welsh section of national charity

about the maving regime here in Llanfoist and asked Pplantlife, the project has achiestemany of its goals,
them to delay mowing as certain areas supported  despite working through the pandemic years, creating
great show of Milkmaids/Cuckoo Flowe€drdamine  and supporting new meadows groups, running training
pratensig courses (which MMG benefitted from) and generally
¢Eventually MCC changed the mowing regime andpromoting wildflower and fungfich grasslands. We
placed notices excluding certain areas from mowing andhope to include a report frm their Conservation Officer,

you can see from the phosthe effect it had orthree LuciaChmurovain our next edition. Lucia is moving on
areashere in Llanfoist to a position with Buglife and we wish her the best of

luck in her continuing conservation role.

Our 20™ Anniversary Calendar

MMG will be 20 years old in February 2023. To celebrate, we will
be hdding a special event next summer, and also producing a

calendarcommemorating some of ourighlights from the last 20
years. Thse will be givenfree to members over this wintem 1]2(3 |4
F LIINBOALF(GA2Y 2F S@OSNR2YySQ&a adzZL 5 ([6|7]|8|9f1w0j11 S @S}
be avaibble at our events during 2023 The calendawill be 12113 |14 [ 15|16 | 17 | 18
generic so can be used for 2023 or 2024. 1920 | 21]22]23 2425
26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
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Custom-made Homes for Wildlife

MMG member Robert Jones says he knows more
about natural history than woodwork, but nevertheless
makes these wonderful customised bird boxes and other Right box for smaller

homes for wildlife using recycled birds

timber and nontoxic preservates. Left bat box

They are tailored to suit the species: a Below: communal box
communal dwelling box for sparrows; for sparrows

individual boxes for other small birds,

larger owl boxes and bat boxes, all
carefully designed to meet their

specific needs. The proceeds help to
benefit environmental charitiesoo.

If you are interested, contact Robert

on 01291 420336.

Dates for your Diary

The list is, of course, liable to change and you should confirm details in advance. Updates will be pubbsinegebn
site, and by email bulletin to our members, togethwith activities of interest that we hear about from other
organisations.

Wednesday 21 September Gwent Wildlife Trust AGM on Zoom, with speaker Dave Goulson, Professor of Biology a
the University of Sussex, founder of the Bumblebee Conservation Brusfyverting the Insect Apocalypse', 7pm.
BookingssiaGWTweb site

Thursday 2?7 September Saving Our Insects by Professor Da@eelson, 7.30pm, Savoy Theatre, Monmouth
presented by BrockweiHewelsfield & St Briavels Garden Society and the Parish Grasslands Projeetafid@n the
Savoyweb site

Sunday 23 October Grassland Fungi Walk in Tleeh Wet Meadow and New Grove Meadows, 1:30pm to about 4pm
led by Elsa Wood and Jon Dunkelm8ge pag&

Thursday 2% October MMG Autumn Meeting and Socialldaindogo village hallSee pag#

For other events se&wentWildlife Trust www.gwentwildlife.org/whatson

Monmouthshire Meadows Group is grateful for all the help both financial and physical given by our members. We
indebted to the following for their sponsorship and hefgep Wales Tidy; The Long Forest Proj&atstainable Developmer
Fund aNatural Resources Waleisitiative in theWye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); Gwent Wil
Trust; Monmouthshire Natural AssetsProject; Beefriendly Monmouthshire; RaglanCommunity Council; TrellechUnited
CommunityCouncil;TheWelshChurchFund

. Cyfoeth
Naturiol
Cymru

Wye Valley Dyffryn Gy Natural
ol Y Resources
Wales

Nar

Thefollowing sponsorsassistedwith the purchaseof
KingcoedVieadows:Biffa Award, The Alan EvansMemorial
Trust, TheBanisterCharitableTrust, FoyleFoundation,
GwentWildlife Trust,Habitataid, RicardoCrawleyTrust,
New GroveTrustand Waterloo Foundation.

Supported by
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